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Autoritratti (Self-Portraits)
Quodlibet - 2024 Autoritratti is a participatory art project that intertwines unconscious and literature. 

In 2018, Tommaso Spazzini Villa worked with over 361 inmates from various Italian prisons,
assigning each one a different page from a copy of Homer’s Odyssey.

Each participant was invited to work on the assigned page, underlining and annotating words to
create sentences that reflected their identity or emotional state. Homer’s text thus became the
backdrop where participants drew their self-portraits.

The final volume presents the reassembled copy of the Odyssey, recollected by the artist at the
end of the project. The result is a meta-text that gives voice to the unconscious and personal
experiences of the participants, revealing the depths of their inner worlds and their experience of
confinement and restricted freedom.

The volume features essays from Matteo Nucci and Saverio Verini.



La Fortuna della Fragilità
Quodlibet - 2023

This volume chronicles La Fortuna della Fragilità, a dual exhibition by Marcela Calderón Andrade
and Tommaso Spazzini Villa held at the Mattia De Luca Gallery in Rome.

The project emerged from a dialogue between the two artists, exploring themes ranging from
transience to the impossibility of interpreting reality in a single, definitive way, as well as a
fascination with transformation and the creativity of nature.

Featuring texts by Cesare Pietroiusti, Lucrezia Longobardi, Marco Zindato, and Massimo Belli.



Una Boccata d’Arte
2022

20 artists in 20 villages, one for each region. The third edition of Una Boccata d’Arte showcases
installations, exhibitions, and performances designed to highlight the connection between
contemporary art and Italy’s historical, artistic, and natural heritage. Starting September 18, 2022.

The project - conceived by Fondazione Elpis and carried out in collaboration with Galleria
Continua, with the participation of Threes Productions - brings contemporary art to some of
Italy’s oldest villages. This unique encounter invites viewers to rediscover stories and hidden
corners of beauty across the country through a fresh perspective.



Annuario d’arte italiana
2022

This volume, published by Treccani and promoted by the Quadriennale di Roma, aims to represent
the critical discourse surrounding art produced in Italy during 2022. It provides a comprehensive
overview and a snapshot of what defined Italian artistic production over the course of a year.

The main section features a collection of critical writings drawn from the press coverage of Italian
artists and curators throughout the calendar year. A second section consists of six essays designed
to help navigate the vast compilation in the primary section.

The essays are authored by curators involved in various projects within the Quadriennale’s
program.



Selvatica
Art and Nature Festival

2024
The festival brings together artists, photographers, creatives, and researchers in a diverse program
that combines painting, photography, and sculpture exhibitions with educational workshops and
related events such as nature documentary screenings, conferences, and concerts. The central
theme is nature and the many ways it can be represented.

Curated by Alessandra Redaelli for the art section and Fabrizio Lava for photography, the festival
is a project by Palazzo Gromo Losa Srl, conceived by E20Progetti and supported by the Fondazione
Cassa di Risparmio di Biella.



Talent Prize
100 Names to Remember

2022
This book provides a snapshot of the current diverse and multifaceted artistic landscape, offering
insights and analysis on contemporary art, with a particular focus on the Italian scene. As has
been frequently noted in recent discussions, there is a lack of critical discourse on Italian art from
the past thirty years.

In this context, the book serves as a modest guide within the vast universe of art writing, acting
as both a reference tool and a resource for anyone seeking to understand the value and quality
that young artists bring to the cultural ecosystem.



222 Emerging Artists
Exibart - 2024

This publication offers a comprehensive look at the profiles and names of emerging Italian artists,
primarily under 35. Some are already recognized in the art world, while others are less known,
with backgrounds ranging from established careers to fresh graduates from art academies.

Each selected artist is featured on a dedicated page, including photographic reproductions of one
or two artworks, biographical details, and a personal “statement”, a brief text in both Italian and
English outlining the themes of their artistic research.



The Milky Way  07
2025

Exhibition catalog curated by Damiana Leoni and hosted by Galleria Continua, San Gimignano.
Promoted by the Beta Foundation, under the patronage of the Royal Danish Embassy.



The World of Federico Forquet
Rizzoli - 2020

This volume, curated by Hamish Bowles, celebrates the designer, architect, and landscape designer
Federico Forquet. It features Guido Taroni’s photographs of a site-specific work, now part of the
collection of FAI - Fondo Ambiente Italiano.

The work was commissioned in 2019.



Shipwrecked Words in Silence

John Keats was right when he said, “The most
beautiful words are often those left unsaid,
those that are shipwrecked in silence.”

Tommaso Spazzini Villa (Milan, 1986) invites
us into a world of “shipwrecked” words
submerged and lost within the pages of
classical antiquity, only to resurface here in
extraordinary ways from the shadows of
myth.

The artwork on our cover is a self-portrait:
unique, poignant, and deeply moving. A self-
portrait from prison. In 2018, Tommaso
Spazzini Villa worked with 361 inmates
from various Italian prisons. He gave each
participant a page from The Odyssey, asking
them to underline certain words within the
text. Their choices illuminated short,
meaningful phrases that, through Homer’s
words, gave voice to their personal
experiences and unconscious thoughts.

Through this remarkable act of “anti-
erasure,” Tommaso Spazzini Villa takes us on
a journey to the edges of literature and
human consciousness.

At the heart of poetry lies the essence that
guides him in life, one that he conveys to us
with depth and sincerity: “I have made
mistakes, but I am alive.”

(gianluigi colin)
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Corriere della Sera
September 23, 2024



La Domenica del Sole 24 Ore
May 11, 2025



La Domenica del Sole 24 Ore
April 20, 2025



La Stampa
September 20, 2024



 Arte
November 2024



L’Espresso
December 20,  2024



The Italian Review
December 2024

Link to full article

https://www.theitalianreview.com/l-odissea-in-carcere/


La Magistratura
December 4, 2024

Link to full article

https://lamagistratura.it/attualita/autoritratti-lodissea-riscritta-dai-detenuti/


L’Indice dei libri del mese
December 2024



7 - Corriere della Sera
January 10, 2025



Insideart
October 2023



AD
April 2024



Quadriennale di Roma
Studio Visit 
Davide Lunerti

2024

Link to full article

https://quadriennalediroma.org/tommaso-spazzini-villa-2/


Insideart 
Giuditta Elettra Lavinia Nidiaci

2024

Link to full article

https://insideart.eu/2024/01/02/tra-testo-e-sguardo-intervista-con-tommaso-spazzini-villa/


Quadriennale di Roma
Studio Visit 
Lara Demori

2021

Link to full article

https://quadriennalediroma.org/tommaso-spazzini-villa/


Insideart 
Massimo Belli and Marco Zindato

2022

Link to full article

https://insideart.eu/2022/12/15/lodissea-spaginata-di-tommaso-spazzini-villa-un-viaggio-verso-nuove-possibilita-espressive/
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